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CRUISE

ORCHARD TIPS

YOU WILL BE IN WORKING ORCHARDS
WE WANT YOU TO BE AWARE OF A
FEW THINGS AS YOU ENTER;

e There are bees pollinating the blossoms,
be careful.

e Water Conservation is important, we use
drip irrigation that you will see between
the trees, please be careful. not to step
on or touch the equipment.

e We live and work in the orchards, please
stay in the assigned areas as you may
encounter farm animals and watchdogs
if you venture too far.

e Those beautiful flowers become
almonds, please do not touch or pick the
flowers..that's how we make a living.

DO’S & DON’'TS

DO

Take lots of photos & share with us -

#visitmodesto & tag us evisitmodesto

Take walks in approved areas

Be careful of Bees and Gopher holes

e Park only in designated areas

PLEASE DON'T
Walk beyond identified paths in the

orchards

Pick the blossoms - that's a future

almond!

Forget to clean up after your group

ABOUT ALMONDS

Between mid-February and mid-March,
almond buds burst into beautiful white and
pink blooms. During this time, beekeepers
bring hives into the orchards to help
pollinate the crop. As the trees blossom,
honey bees forage for pollen and nectar,
bringing it back to their hives as their first
natural food source of the year. Every
almond you eat exists because a honey bee

pollinated an almond blossom.

ALMOND GROWTH

From March to June, almond kernels
mature and grow to full size, with the shell
hardening around it-both protected by a
fuzzy outer hull. Once the weather heats
up, farmers irrigate orchards taking great
care to ensure each drop of water is used
responsibly and efficiently. These green
almonds are often harvested for various
culinary uses. In July, almond hulls split
open, exposing the almond shell and

allowing it and the kernel inside to dry.

CALIFORNIA ALMONDS

Producing 80% of the world’s supply,
California almonds make their way to
almond lovers in over 90 countries
worldwide. And the biggest almond lovers
are right here in the U.S, where over 30%
of almonds grown in California each year
are consumed. Almond farming is a long-
term commitment. Most orchards produce
for a maximum of 25 years, yielding their
first crop three years after planting. Along
with all of California’s almond farmers, we

thank you for taking this tour!

ALMOND HARVEST

Once the weather heats up, farmers irrigate
the orchards to ensure each drop of water
is used responsibly (these green almonds
are often harvested for culinary uses). In
July, the hulls split open, exposing the shell
and allowing it and the kernel to dry. After
harvest, almonds go to a huller/sheller
facility where a roller removes the hull,
shell and orchard debris. Then to the
processor for sizing, where the kernels drop
into bins by size. They are then kept in
controlled storage until either shipped or
processed.

SHAKE THAT TREE!

Yes, there are actually ’tree shakers’ that
the farmers use each fall to ’shake that
tree’ ! The natural protection of the outer
hull and shell protect the almond from
damage, so this vigorous shaking process
allows the almonds to fall to the ground
and dry naturally in the California sun.

After drying for 7-10 days, a ’sweeper’
machine sweeps the almonds into neat
rows and then the harvester, or ’pickup’
machine drives over the rows and actually
vacuums the nuts up into a cart for the

sorting part of the journey.

SPECIAL THANKS AND
ASSISTANCE FROM

¢ california
almonds

Almonds.com

BLOOMING ORCHARDS
WITH PUBLIC ACCESS AND PARKING

Rodin Farms
5000 Oakdale Rd, 95357
(209) 551-6701

Roberts Ferry Gourmet
20493 Yosemite Blvd, 95386
(209) 874-3247

Zinc House Farm & Clark Ferrea Winery
20679 CA-120, 95320

(209) 838-7000

Open Fri - Sun from 12pm-5pm ONLY

VAN GOGH CHALLENGE

Our Canvas is Growing! For the first time
ever, we are opening our signature
blossom art contest to more than just
photography! Whether you are a painter, a
digital artist, a sculptor, or a photographer,
we invite creators from across the Central
Valley to capture the magic of the

orchards in any medium.

Inspired by the swirling whites and pinks
of the bloom, show us your unique vision
of Modesto’s most beautiful season. Your
masterpiece starts here.

ScaN To piscover THis | [m]b=ti[m]
YEAR’S NEW CATEGORIES -.3
AND ENTRY DETAILS. [w]

Questions? Contact Visit Modesto:
e (209) 526-5588
® info@visitmodesto.com
e @visitmodesto


https://www.almonds.com/why-almonds/growing-good/water-wise

